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As the coronavirus pandemic unfolds across the globe, threatening lives
and upending the world economy, an unexpected side effect has been a
decrease in greenhouse gas emissions. In this infographic, we'll look at the

full environmental impact of the COVID-19 crisis, from the rise of medical
waste to the decline of air pollutants.
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*As of April 2020, the official death toll is 3,322, but is likely higher.

Greenhouse gas emissions have
plunged due to the rapid decline in travel
and economic activity. They're likely to
go back up once the pandemic subsides.
But, some pre-existing trends, like the
rise of remote work, have now accel-
erated and will have lasting effects on
cutting carbon emissions.
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While China grapples with medical-
waste facilities at near or full capacities,
the rest of the world braces for a

huge increase in infectious waste.

It remains to be seen if a dip in office
waste balances out the increase in
food and shipping packaging.
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FAKE NEWS!

False reports
claimed that wild
turkeys were
now in Oakland,
CA, but they've
already been
roaming the

A PUMA SHOWED
UP IN THE CENTER OF
SANTIAGO

Viral social media posts showing wildlife
returning to urban areas? Largely fake
news, sadly. Most of these animals were
already regular visitors, or the location
was misrepresented. The popularity of
these posts shows the need for people to
find meaning in this pandemic.
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Broadband demand has risen drama-
tically thanks to online conferencing,
schooling and streaming videos, but not
all experts agree it's energy intensive.
Some experts argue that big data, like
the kind that picks what products to show
you on a website, requires more energy.




Many environmental impacts of the coronavirus pandemic will be temporary
setbacks or short-term gains. But, pre-existing trends, such as the rise of remote

work and shrinking supply chains, have been accelerated. These shifts are most
likely to impact climate change in the future.
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Read the full blog post: venngage.com/blog/coronavirus-impact-on-environment-infographic



