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The Departments of Communication Science at  UNISA and 

UPSA invite abstract submissions from Emerging/Developing 

Scholars and academics to participate in the first Young and 

Emerging Scholars Symposium  titled: Technology and 

Development Paradoxes: Rethinking Communication, 

Innovation, Participation and Inclusion for Sustainable 

Development from the Global South, which seeks to 

reflect upon the paradoxes of technology and development 

with a critical focus on communication, innovation, power, 

participation and inclusion for sustainable development in 

the Global South. This taps directly from the role 

communication plays in localising and implementing the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) declared by United 

Nations in 2015 as part of the15 year global development 

agenda until 2030.  

The SDGs report (2025) paints a picture of slow progress 

towards achieving the 2030 development agenda with 

underdeveloped and developing countries left behind and 

their failure to meet half of the goals set in 2015. We are 

inviting papers that explore how communication has been 

and can used to shape the ever changing and evolving agenda 

through context-specific, Afro-centric and decolonised 

theorisation to address African developmental needs. The 

Symposium will reflect on whether localisation of SDGs 

through communication addresses the developmental needs 

for Africans or there is an urgent call for nuanced 

communication to address African development deficits. 

This Symposium comes at the time when the world in facing 

a new world order and the erosion of the global public 

sphere. 

 

Given the foregoing, the Symposium aims to reimagine 

communication for African Sustainable development through 

inclusive, innovative, indigenous, community-led, 

participatory and Afro-centric models and approaches.  

We therefore call for abstracts that discuss but not only 

limited to the following themes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Decentralised and democratic contexts of 

communication  

• Unpacking language and communication for sustainable 

development in Africa  

• Interrogating the role of community media as tool for 

sustainable development  

• Collaborative Governance: Technology, Innovation, e-

participation, e-governance and development decision-

making  

• Social Innovation and the rise of invented spaces of 

participation  

• Feminist / Womanist/ Bosadi theorisation in Technology 

and Sustainable Development from the Global South  

• Gender, Disability, Migration and Representation in 

Sustainable Development 

• Rethinking public sphere, indigenous language media, 

society and politics  

• Indigenous and Alternative Media in the Public Sphere: 

Inclusion, Accessibility and Migrant Voices for 

development and sustainability  

• Media, Environment and Climate and Green-

Technology Politics  

• Conceptualising and theorising an African-Paradigm for 

Sustainable Development beyond 2030 

• Following up on communicating the African Agenda 

2063 commitments and implementation efforts  

• Rethinking Language and Communication in the context 

of the renewed multilateralism and shared vision for a 

United Africa in the global stage.  

• Ubuntu, Afro-Communitarianism and Inclusive Health 

Communication  

• Communication Curriculum on Afro-Centric 

Sustainable development 

• UNISA Catalytic Niche Areas (CNAs) and Sustainable 

Development Goals 

• Digital Communication, Social Media Language and 

Sustainable Development  
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• Language and innovation for sustainable development in 

the Global South’s educational policies 

• AI, Academic Writing and Epistemic Power in the Global 

South 

• Formal and informal Communication Strategies in Cross-

Border Trade: Women, Youth and Migrants in Africa’s 

Sustainable Development Agenda 

• University-Led Innovation and Sustainable Development: 

The Role of Ghanaian Institutions in Advancing the SDGs 

 

Abstracts, poster, and panel discussions proposals (limited 

to two per department, with encouragement for cross-

departmental collaboration and group submissions) must be 

submitted by 31 March 2026 to comms@unisa.ac.za cc 

motloem@unisa.ac.za  

 

Abstracts should not exceed 350 words and must include 

the following:  

 

• Proposed paper/ poster presentation title.  

• Author(s) details: names, institutional affiliations, and 

email addresses.  

• Core argument and research question(s).  

• Methodological approach and data sources.  

• Anticipated contribution of the chapter to the 

Symposium themes.  

 

Submission Guidelines: 

 

• Abstracts 350 words should clearly state the topic, 

methodology, and contribution to the symposium theme 

or sub-theme. 

• Include title, author(s), institutional affiliation(s), and email 

address. 

• Panel suggestions are welcome. 

Key Deadlines: 

 

• Abstract Submission Deadline: 31 March 2026  

• Notification of Acceptance: 17 April 2026 

• Submit to: comms@unisa.ac.za cc motloem@unisa.ac.za 

 

DATE: 13 May 2026  

TYPE: Hybrid 

VENUE: UNISA, Main campus, Pretoria  

Senate Hall and Microsoft Teams 

 

Logistical Information:  

The symposium will be hybrid at the University of South Africa 

(UNISA) and online.  

 

Additional Information: 

Registration link:  

https://forms.office.com/r/9pbyyWT7rd 
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