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1 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 

Dear Student 

We welcome you to this module and hope that you will find the content of the module both interesting and 

stimulating. This module, TAX4861, is presented by the Department of Financial Intelligence (DoFI), in the 

School of Applied Accountancy (SoAA), in the College of Accounting Sciences (CAS). 

As part of this tutorial letter, we wish to inform you that Unisa has implemented a transformation charter 

based on five pillars and eight dimensions. In response to this charter, we have also placed curriculum 

transformation high on the agenda. For your information, curriculum transformation includes the following 

pillars: student-centred scholarship, the pedagogical renewal of teaching and assessment practices, the 

scholarship of teaching and learning, and the infusion of African epistemologies and philosophies. These 

pillars and their principles will be integrated at both the programme and module levels, as a phased-in 

approach. You will notice the implementation thereof in your modules, and we encourage you to fully embrace 

these changes during your studies at Unisa.   

This tutorial letter, TL101 (TAX4861/101/0/2020) contains important information about the module and we 

urge you to read it carefully and to always keep it at hand. The tutorial letter contains contact details for the 

resolving of administrative and academic matters, an overview of the content of the module, the formative 

and summative assessment applied in the module etc. This tutorial letter must be read in conjunction with 

tutorial letter 301 (CASALL1/301/0/2020) which also contains important information that relates to all the 

CTA 1 modules. If you are registered for this module, but not for the CTA qualification, you may not receive 

the CASALL1 300-series of tutorial letters in printed format, however, it will be made available to you to 

download in electronic format on the myUnisa portal.  

myUnisa is Unisa’s online learning management system that will help you to communicate with Unisa and 

gain access to your study material. More information on how to access myUnisa is provided in paragraph 5.1 

of this tutorial letter.  

Unisa is rapidly offering an increasing number of modules in an online learning format, however, it took 

cognisance of the fact that not all students have access to free data and suitable devices for online learning 

purposes. Therefore, the official study material for this module, which consists of a series of tutorial letters, 

will still be provided to you by Unisa in printed format. The official study material is augmented by additional 

resources that will only be available for download in digital format. The official study material as well as the 

additional resources are all available for download in digital format from the myUnisa portal.  

Since you are a postgraduate student, you should already have a thorough basic knowledge of tax. However, 

perhaps you have completed your previous studies in tax in earlier years and therefore there may be areas 

where your knowledge is not up-to-date. The responsibility to ascertain which areas these are or any other 

lack of knowledge in tax, lies with you as the student. We assist with this process by providing you with 

enough study material on the full tax syllabus and will always be available to assist with questions that you 

may have. It is extremely important that you are fully familiar with the underlying theory in order to be able to 

resolve questions and case studies at post-graduate (CTA) level.  
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The syllabus consists of a large volume of work and it is imperative that you commence with your studies as 

early as possible, by obtaining the prescribed text books and accessing the available tutorial letters on 

myUnisa if you have not yet received it by post or courier. 

We trust that you will be successful in your studies and wish you all the best.  

Best wishes 

The tax team 
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2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES OF THIS MODULE 

The contents of this module are directed towards providing tax practitioners, accountants and aspiring 

professional and chartered accountants in South Africa with the necessary knowledge and problem solving 

skills in tax. It also serves as preparation for the CTA2 qualification that will provide admittance to write the 

Initial Test of Competency (ITC) of the South African Institute of Chartered Accountants (SAICA). 

The different outcomes of this module are provided in the tutorial letters under each learning unit. 

3 CONTACT WITH UNISA 

 Contact with the TAX4861 team 

The TAX4861 team consists of a number of lecturers, an administrative officer and an administrative 

assistant. The TAX4861 team will gladly assist you with any questions that you may have regarding the 

TAX4861 module. You are welcome to communicate with us via any of the methods provided below.  

Please use common courtesy when communicating with us, especially via e-mail. In this regard, take note of 

the Unisa Students’ Disciplinary Code and the Unisa Rules for Students. Both documents are available at: 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Apply-for-admission/Student-policies-%26-rules. 

 Communicating with e-mail 

 

We prefer to communicate with you via e-mail. Students either have questions of an administrative / general 

nature or questions that relate to the technical content of the module, namely academic questions. Upon 

receipt of your e-mail, we can firstly decide whether it is an administrative or academic matter and direct your 

e-mail accordingly.  Secondly, when answering questions of a technical (academic) nature, the lecturer can 

provide a more thought through and technically correct answer as opposed to responding to a question 

received via telephone.  It also provides you with the opportunity to critically analyse our response and to 

apply it to your own answering technique. E-mail communication further provides both parties with a record 

of the conversation. 

The e-mail address of TAX4861 is: 

tax4861@unisa.ac.za 

It is compulsory that you provide your student number and the correct module code in all communication with 

us, especially when communicating via e-mail. If you do not provide your student number, thereby not 

identifying yourself as a student of this module, we may not answer your e-mail.  

For queries relating to the module content it is important to provide a correct reference to the relevant tutorial 

letter or paragraph number in the textbook relating to your query. 

We try to answer all queries as soon as possible, but due to our high student numbers we do sometimes 

receive many e-mails at once. Therefore, please allow us at least 48 hours during week-days to attend to all 

queries, before sending a follow up e-mail.  

 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Apply-for-admission/Student-policies-%26-rules
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 Communicating via phone 

 

You can contact the TAX4861 team telephonically. If your query is of an administrative nature, please contact 

the administrative officer directly. If your query relates to the technical content of the module, you can call 

any of the TAX4861 lecturers. If you call a lecturer directly, please be mindful of the fact that not all the 

lecturers are always available via telephone. Lecturers also have other responsibilities and therefore the 

telephones and e-mails are attended to via a predetermined schedule. If you are not successful in a specific 

instance to contact us by telephone, please send an e-mail informing us about this and we will establish 

contact with you. 

The landline numbers of the TAX4861 team are as follows: 
 

Administrative officer Telephone number 

Mr Maxwell Mapheda 012 429 2947 

DoFI Tax lecturers  

Ms AI Becker 012 429 4822 

Ms L Brits 012 429 2229 

Ms A Heyns 012 429 4653 

MS MO Ndlovu 012 484 1016 

Ms MM Pretorius 012 429 3278 

Ms NV Thoothe 012 429 2909 

Ms M Ungerer 012 429 4749 

Ms MS Vorster 012 429 4726 

Ms JS Wilcocks 012 429 4097 

 

 Face-to-face communication 

 

You are also welcome to make an appointment to see a lecturer to discuss the module content. It is, however, 

imperative that you request an appointment via the e-mail address provided above and then wait to receive 

a confirmation of an appointment with a specific lecturer at a specific time. We limit face-to-face sessions to 

a maximum of one hour and we expect you to have specific questions and to be prepared for such a session. 

 Contact with the Department of Financial Intelligence 

The Department of Financial Intelligence consists of two teams, namely the post-graduate CTA Management 

Accounting team and the post-graduate CTA Tax team. The department is situated in Building 1 on the 

Sunnyside Campus of Unisa. 

Contact details for the Department is as follows: Telephone number 

Acting Chair of the Department  

Prof V Padayachee 012 429 2994  

Administrative officer  

Mr Maxwell Mapheda 012 429 2947 
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 Contact with the School of Applied Accountancy 

The School of Applied Accountancy consists of two departments, namely the Department of Financial 

Intelligence and the Department of Financial Governance. 

Contact details for the School is as follows: Telephone number 

Acting Director of the School  

Mr Charles Modise 012 429 4469  

Secretary of the School   

Ms Niki Motshwane 012 429 4975 

School Administrator  

Mrs Lessiah Mtshweni 012 429 4339 

 Contacting the University 

Unisa is large institution and therefore it is imperative that you make use of the correct contact details when 

contacting the University with a specific issue. 

Download and consult the Study@Unisa 2020 brochure as it contains important information on how to 

make contact with Unisa as well as other important information regarding your studies at Unisa. The brochure 

is available at: 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/static/myunisa/Content/study%20at%20unisa/docs/study-at Unisa2019.pdf. 

Administrative enquiries should be directed to the appropriate e-mail address to avoid unnecessary delays 

in the response; and should always include the student number in the subject line. You should only send an 

enquiry to one e-mail address at a time. Multiple enquiries should be split appropriately and e-mailed to the 

correct e-mail addresses. This will ensure that there is no confusion as to who must respond. 

Always have your student number at hand when contacting the university or provide it in written 

communication.  

4 RESOURCES FOR THIS MODULE 

 Tutorial letters 

A series of tutorial letters are provided to you throughout the year. These tutorial letters are numbered 

sequentially from 101 to around 108. The CASALL1 300-series of tutorial letters will provide more information 

on tests, study schools etc. The tutorial letters, except the CASALL1 300-series, will be provided in printed 

format, but is also available for download on myUnisa. 

If you encounter issues with receiving your tutorial letters, please contact Department of Despatch at 

despatch@unisa.ac.za. 

  

https://www.unisa.ac.za/static/myunisa/Content/study%20at%20unisa/docs/study-at%20Unisa2019.pdf
mailto:despatch@unisa.ac.za
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 Prescribed text books 

Title Edition Authors Publisher ISBN number 

South African Tax Acts (as amended): 

SAICA Student Handbook Volume 3 

(hereafter referred to as Student 

Handbook) 

2019/2020 SAICA LexisNexis 9780 6390 04266 

Commentary on South African Tax Acts: 

SILKE: South African Income Tax  

(hereafter referred to as SILKE) 

22nd Stiglingh, M 

(Editor) 

LexisNexis 9780 6390 04181  

Question book on South African Tax with solutions to selected questions: 

Advanced Questions on SA Tax 

(hereafter referred to as AQSAT) 

2020 

(5th edition) 

Parsons, S. 

(Editor) 

JUTA 978 4851 30260 

The content of this module is based on South African Tax law, which is the Tax Acts and case law. Tax Acts 

are amended annually by parliament and therefore it is in your best interest to obtain new prescribed tax 

books every year. This is not only true for your studies, but also when you are in practice in the near future 

as new law amendments apply to every year of assessment.  

You can find the approved Unisa booksellers under the Books link on myUnisa home page.  

 Library services and resources 

For more information on library services, please refer to the Study@Unisa Brochure. 

Students are expected to purchase their own copies of the prescribed text books. A very limited number of 

copies are kept in the Unisa libraries, subject to each branch library’s lending regulations. 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

 myUnisa 

myUnisa is Unisa’s online learning management system that will help you to communicate with Unisa, your 

lecturers, other students and the administrative departments of Unisa, via the internet. Once you are 

registered, visit myUnisa directly at https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal (https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal/pda on mobile 

devices) or by following the link from the Unisa website at http://www.unisa.ac.za and claim your myUnisa 

login.  

By claiming your myUnisa login, your Unisa myLife e-mail address will be activated. Unisa uses this e-mail 

address to communicate with you. Important information and regular announcements made on myUnisa are 

sent to your myLife e-mail address.  

By accessing myUnisa you also obtain free access to Microsoft Office 365 with loads of free online storage. 

If you need assistance with myUnisa, you can use the following contact details: 

myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za Assistance with myUnisa 

myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za Assistance with myLife e-mail accounts 

 

  

https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal
https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal/pda
http://www.unisa.ac.za/
mailto:myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za
mailto:myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za
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 Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) 

Various TEL initiatives in the form of screencasts and live recordings will be made available during the year. 

These initiatives are expected to enhance your learning experience and overcome challenges in various 

areas of the content of the module. The current resources of the module will be supplemented with these 

TEL initiatives. The roll out of these initiatives will be communicated during the year via myUnisa. 

 Study schools 

During the year two study schools are presented in places where the student numbers warrant it. During 

these sessions principles and examination technique is explained. The study schools are presented at no 

additional cost to students. Any study material related to the study schools will be uploaded on myUnisa prior 

to the lecture. More information on dates and time slots will be provided in the CASALL1 tutorial letters and 

on myUnisa. 

 CTA Support webpage 

As a CTA student, you have access to the CTA Support webpage.  This webpage is found at 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/cas/cta. Access this webpage on a regular basis for important information, sometimes 

regarding last-minute changes and/or unforeseeable problems that may arise during the course of the year.  

6 STUDY PLAN FOR THIS MODULE 

Tutorial letters and topics 

The studies of CTA students are based on predetermined weekly study periods for every module. The tutorial 

letters will be uploaded on myUnisa before a study week for the module commences under the Official study 

material tab. You will therefore be able to access a tutorial letter before receiving it by post/courier. More 

detail on the study weeks are contained in the CASALL1/301/2020 tutorial letter. The tutorial letters that you 

will receive throughout the year are as follows: 

  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/cas/cta
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Tutorial 

letter 
Topics 

101&102 TL101 & Introduction and approach to the module in TL102 

102 & 103 

 

Interpretation and application of legislation 

Case law 

Donations tax 

VAT 

104 Gross income and special inclusions 

Exempt income 

Residence (source – section 9 and common law)  

Non-residents (including withholding taxes) 

Double tax agreements 

Capital gains tax 

105 

 

General deduction formula (section 11(a) read with section 23), special deductions and 

assessed losses 

Capital allowances and recoupments  

Trading stock (including section 9C) 

Miscellaneous topics, e.g. foreign exchange, financial instruments etc. 

106 Individuals 

Fringe benefits 

Retirement benefits 

Employees’ tax and provisional tax 

Tax Administration Act 

107 Companies and close corporations 

Dividends tax 

Corporate rules (Covered in CTA2 (TAX4862)) 

Estate duty (Covered in CTA2 (TAX4862)) 

Trusts 

Tax Avoidance (Covered in CTA2 (TAX4862)) 

108 Tax planning and ethics (Covered in CTA2 (TAX4862)) 

Integrated questions and previous examination questions are provided in this tutorial 

letter. 

This tutorial letter will only be available on myUnisa. 

 

Some minor changes in the allocation of topics between tutorial letters may occur during the year. Always 
refer to TL102 for any applicable case law as indicated in a tutorial letter. For example, a discussion of ‘gross 
income’ should be addressed by applying the principles as provided in TL102.  
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7 ASSESSMENT 

In this section, the assessment plan of the module is explained. It is important to read the information provided 

here as well as in CASALL1/301/2020. 

In this module, four tests are written under exam conditions throughout the year. The average mark of the 

three best tests of each subject will constitute the student’s year mark and you need 40% to obtain 

examination admission. If only one or two tests are written, the total marks of the tests written will be divided 

by three to obtain the year mark. If no test is written the year mark will be nil. This implies that you should 

commence your studies immediately and work consistently throughout the year. 

 Tests (Formative assessment) 

7.1.1 The test schedule is as follows:   

Study week Scope Test number 
Test date 

TUESDAY 

Refer to CASALL1/301/2020 

Tutorial Letter 103 
Test 1 

 

10 March 2020 Tutorial Letter 104 

Tutorial Letter 105 Test 2 21 April 2020 

Tutorial Letter 106 Test 3 23 June 2020 

Tutorial Letter 107 Test 4 28 July 2020 

Tutorial Letter 102 mainly deals with case law and will be integrated into the relevant tutorial letters. Note that 

the applicable case law forms part of the prescribed material for the tests. 

The scope of a test must not be regarded as isolated, since all previous work may be tested, however, each 

test will focus predominantly on the work covered in the specific tutorial letter as indicated in the table above. 

Refer to par 7.3 for specific instructions on the Unisa test and examination rules and regulations as well as 

the open book and calculator policy. 

 

There are no special, supplementary or sick tests scheduled. You need to ensure that you write at least three 

of the four tests during the course of the year. 

 

In exceptional instances, test dates may change. You will be informed accordingly if this is the case. 

7.1.2 Breakdown of the tests into time slots 

Please refer to CASALL1/301/2020 for the breakdown of the tests into time slots. 

Please note that the order in which the tests are written will be different for each test. 

Students SHOULD be seated by no later than 08:30  

(Students may still be allowed to enter the test venue BY NO LATER THAN 08:45 – once the reading time 

commences). 
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7.1.3 Administration of the tests 

Please note that you will be notified of the centre at which you will be able to write the tests and it may not 

necessarily be the same centre where you will write the final examination.  Answer books will be provided.  

You will receive your answer book back after it has been marked. Your test marks are made available on 

myUnisa. 

Please ensure that you complete all the information on the cover of the test script CORRECTLY.  

Many delays are caused when students provide wrong information. If you write the wrong level of test, i.e. 

TAX4862 instead of TAX4861, your test will NOT BE MARKED. 

 

If your test is not registered on myUnisa, contact the assignment section as soon as possible via e-mail at: 

assign@unisa.ac.za 
If you do not receive your marked test back soon after your marks has been made available on myUnisa, 

please contact despatch via e-mail at: 

despatch@unisa.ac.za 

7.1.4 Remarking of tests 

A mark plan for each test is uploaded on myUnisa and we advise you to remark your test as soon as you 

receive it back from Unisa. This is also a form of self-assessment for you. If you do not agree with your 

assessment, you may do the following: 

• Write/type a motivation why you think your test should be remarked and clearly indicate in a different 

colour pen where you think you should be awarded more marks. 

• Make and keep a clearly scanned colour copy of the test for your records. 

• Courier your original marked test script, together with your motivation, to: The administrative officer 

of Postgraduate Tax; Department of Financial Intelligence; Unisa Sunnyside Campus Building 1; Cnr 

Steve Biko Rd and Justice Mahomed Street (or Rissik Street). It is not advised that you make use of 

the postal services. 

• We only remark original marked tests and not scanned copies. 

• Do not under any circumstances place the test script in a Unisa assignment envelope or in a Unisa 

Assignment delivery box. The assignment section will send your test back to you. 

• If your test mark has been wrongly captured on myUnisa you may provide us with a high-resolution 

scanned colour copy of the marked test in order for us to rectify this. 

• A test remark MUST be requested before the end of a period of six weeks after a test was written.  

The following dates are applicable: 

   Test 
Test date 

TUESDAY 
Test remark must be requested before: 

1 10 March 2020 21 April 2020 

2 21 April 2020 2 June 2020 

3 23 June 2020 4 Augustus 2020 

4 28 July 2020 31 August 2020 

 

  

mailto:assign@unisa.ac.za
mailto:despatch@unisa.ac.za
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7.1.5 Unethical conduct with tests 

We encounter situations where students submit tests for remarking after they have added additional 

information on their test script.  This is included in the definition of “cheating” as per the Unisa Students’ 

Disciplinary Code in Chapter 3, since it relates to the commission of any other fraudulent or dishonest practice 

whereby a student, while being examined by the university, seeks to mislead or deceive the examiner or the 

examination officer. 

Students who are found guilty of writing additional information in tests after receiving it back will face 

disciplinary action. 

You are under no circumstances allowed to write your answers in a test in pencil OR WITH A PEN THAT 

WRITES WITH ERASABLE INK. 

 Examination (Summative assessment) 

7.2.1 Examination admission 

Only registered students who have a minimum year mark of 40% for the best three tests out of four during 

the year, will be allowed to sit for the examination. 

The year mark contributes 20% and the examination 80% towards the final mark, subject to the student 

obtaining a sub-minimum of 40% in the examination. 

In the interest of fairness, examination admission rules will be applied strictly and consistently to all students. 

No requests for exceptions will be entertained. You are therefore requested to refrain from lodging such 

requests. 

7.2.2 Examination period 

You will receive a provisional examination timetable from the Examinations Department during the year.  The 

provisional date set for your TAX4861 examination will be early in October 2020. Note that the dates may 

change, so consult the final timetable as soon as you receive it.    

Refer to the CASALL1 300 series of the tutorial letters as well as any announcement on myUnisa that may 

affect your examination.   

7.2.3 Supplementary examinations 

Supplementary examinations for the 2020 academic year will be held in January 2021. Prerequisites for 

admission to the supplementary examination in a particular module are: 

• A student must have obtained examination admission and attempted the main October 2020 

examination. 

• A student must have obtained a final mark of at least 40%. 

  

Should you qualify for the supplementary exam you should still, as a contingency plan, re-register for the 

CTA Level 1 qualification, between November 2020 and early January 2021 (before the registration closing 

date). This will ensure that you will be able to continue with your studies in 2021 in the unfortunate event of 

you failing the supplementary exam(s). The full study fees will be refunded should you pass the necessary 

supplementary exam(s) and thereby meet the requirements for completing the qualification.  
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7.2.4 Contact details for examinations 

exams@unisa.ac.za Examination enquiries (outstanding results, exam timetable, change of 

examination centre) 

remark@unisa.ac.za Remark/recheck enquiries of examinations, not tests 

aegrotats@unisa.ac.za Aegrotats and special examination enquiries 

 Important issues relating to tests and examinations 

7.3.1 Unisa test and examination rules and regulations 

The following represent a summary of the most pertinent rules and regulations: 

• No candidate will be allowed to leave the venue during the first hour and the final 15 minutes of a 

session.  

• In addition, no candidate will be allowed to enter the venue once reading time has started.  

• You will not be allowed to keep your bags, brief cases and so forth with you during the 

test/examination. You will have to take your stationery, food, books and study material, which you are 

allowed to use in the test/examination, out of your bags before the session starts. 

• The university accepts no responsibility for the loss of private property at the test/examination venues. 

• Students who are registered for only one or two papers have to be seated 15 minutes before reading 

time. 

7.3.2 Open book and calculator policy for tests and examinations 

A limited open book approach is followed by SAICA for the Initial Test of Competence (ITC) Examination and 

Unisa follows a similar approach for tests and examinations. 

Permitted texts in tests and examinations 

No access to the internet shall be permitted during the tests/examinations (either by means of computers, 

cell phones, smart phones, tablets or any other similar technology). 

Candidates will be allowed to bring only ONE of the three volumes of the SAICA Student Handbook into the 

test/examination venue.  

The version brought into the examination venue may be either a version published in the current year or 

one that was published in one of the previous years. 

Note however that for Tax we urge you to buy the latest version of Volume 3 (2019/2020) due to 

annual legislative amendments. 

 
Candidates will only be allowed to highlight, underline, side-line and flag in the permitted texts.   

Writing on flags is permitted for reference and cross-referencing purposes only; that is, writing may 

only refer to the name or number of the relevant discipline standard, statement or section in the 

legislation. 

Candidates may not have any loose papers in their possession (whether or not affixed to the texts that are 

permitted). Only properly bound standard publishers’ editions will be permitted.  Photocopies, printed copies 

of electronic versions, loose sections or isolated pages of texts are prohibited.  

  

mailto:exams@unisa.ac.za
mailto:remark@unisa.ac.za
mailto:aegrotats@unisa.ac.za
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Any contravention of these regulations will be considered as misconduct and shall be dealt with in 

terms of regulation 11 (which sets out the rules applying to misconduct). 

You may use a non-programmable pocket calculator in the tests and examination (also refer to 

CASALL1/301/2020 for the Calculator Policy).  However, you are reminded that you must still show all your 

calculations.  You may lose valuable marks if the examiner cannot see your calculations and how and why 

you calculated it. 

Questions are only set in English and you may answer in English only. 

 

 

© 
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