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1 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 
 

We wish to welcome you as a student to Advanced Management Accounting and we trust that 
the academic year will be interesting, constructive and successful on your part. This course covers 
three sections of the SAICA syllabus:  Management Decision-making and Control (MDC), Financial 
Management (FM) and Strategy, Risk management and Governance (SRG), refer the SAICA 
specific competencies set out on p9 of CASALL1/301/2017 which will be dealt within the 
aforementioned two sections. You are a postgraduate student with a number of years grounding in 
management accounting and as the name of this course implies, it will be directed at applying your 
management accounting knowledge.  We therefore presume that you have a sufficiently good 
understanding of all cost accounting and financial management principles which is befitting of a 
postgraduate student.  We will therefore apply ourselves to honing and expanding your knowledge 
and techniques by working through suitable problems in your study material and assignments, as 
well as selected communicated reading. 
 
Although Unisa is rapidly offering an increasing number of modules online, it has not lost sight of 
the fact that many students do not have a suitable device to go onto the internet for study purposes 
or cannot afford the expense of going online. This module is offered in a blended mode, which 
means it is available online on myUnisa but you will also receive your tutorial letters (seven in total) 
in printed form and most of the information on the website (myUnisa) will be reproduced in print in a 
document, the MO001, which you will also receive in printed format.  

 
The MO001 document will contain the contents of your myUnisa module website. However, there 
are screencasts loaded under Learning Units which you will be able to benefit from which cannot 
be reproduced in a printed format. We will also load additional information on to myUnisa and make 
announcements on myUnisa on a regular basis, all for which you should receive an e-mail 
notification. 

 
The tutorial letters (Tutorial Letter 101 – 107) are our way of communicating with you about 
teaching, learning and assessment.  You will be well on your way to success if you start studying 
early in the year and resolve to do the self-assessment activities properly.  The self-assessment 
activities will prepare you for the tests and the final examination. 

 
Tutorial Letter 101 contains important information about the scheme of work, resources and 
assessment for this module.  We urge you to read it carefully and to keep it at hand when working 
through the study material when preparing for the tests and the examination.  Please read Tutorial 
Letter CASALL1/301/2017 in conjunction with Tutorial Letter 101. 

 
It follows that the responsibility will rest upon you to attend to any lack of knowledge that you may 
experience during the course of the year.  However, we will assist you in this respect by furnishing 
references to relevant study material.  It remains extremely important that you are fully familiar with 
the underlying theory.  
 
Please ensure that you master the various topics as you progress during the year. 
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2. COMMUNICATION WITH LECTURERS 
 

The following personnel are involved in Advanced Management Accounting (MAC4861).  
 

Personnel 
Department of Financial Intelligence 
(situated on the first floor of the AJH van der Walt Building) 

Subject  
Section 

 

Telephone  
Number 

 
Chair of Department:   Mr A de Graaf   
Personal assistant :    Eunice Galetti 
Postgraduate coordinator: Mr FJC Benadé 
 

 
CCBW 

 
SRG 

 
+27 12 429-4529 
+27 12  429-4868 
+27 12  429-4626 

Advanced Management Accounting  (MAC4861) 
Lecturers: 
 
Mr WJ Coetzee 
Ms A Combrink    
Mr L Crafford 
Mr TJ Matsoma 
Prof L Ntsalaze  (study leave) 
Mr F Nortjé   
Prof L Padayachee  
Ms A Ravat    (FM    co-ordinator) 
Ms F Venter   (MDC co-ordinator) 
Ms A von Wielligh 
 

 
FM 

MDC 
MDC 
MDC 
FM 

MDC 
FM 
FM 

MDC 
FM 

 

 
+27 12  429-4760 
+27 12 429 6963 
+27 12  429-4487 
+27 12  429-6035 
+27 12  429 2778 
+27 12  429-8438 
+27 12  429 2994 
+27 12  429-8562 
+27 12  429-8955 
+27 12  429 6963 

 
Subject administrator:   
 
Ms I Kemp     
Fax number 

  
+27 12  429-4546 
+27 12  429-4996 

 
 Availability of lecturers 
 

E-mail 
 
We prefer e-mail correspondence since all incoming e-mails are controlled to ensure that you get 
a response as soon as possible.  It is important to give your student number; state your query; 
and, if necessary, refer to the relevant tutorial letter or textbooks.  
 
In some instances you may find that a specific lecturer is not available between 8:00 and 16:00 
(weekdays), because the lecturer has to attend meetings, study schools, seminars, conferences,  
workshops or is on research leave.  Thus, the best option to use is the subject e-mail address 
for queries to ensure prompt replies.  Most of the times there will be a lecturer(s) available 
between 8:00 and 16:00 (weekdays). 
 
Due to the high volumes of e-mails received by lecturers from students it is not always possible to 
reply to these e-mails immediately.  Please be patient, your e-mails will be attended to as soon as 
possible.  Our turnaround time is within 48 hours during weekdays. 
 

E-mail:  MAC4861-17-Y1@unisa.ac.za 

Telephonically 
 
In order to improve the service rendered to the students, the Department of Financial Intelligence 
has implemented a telephone duty system for all postgraduate courses. 

mailto:MAC4861-17-Y1@unisa.ac.za
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When contacting us, please state your name and the subject code MAC4861.  We have more 
than one postgraduate course and it will assist the lecturer in focusing on your query.  State your 
query and, if necessary, refer to the relevant tutorial letter or textbooks. 
You can contact your lecturers telephonically by calling  
 
• The administrative officer +27 12 429-2947 who will put you in touch with a lecturer on duty, 

or will take a message; and an available lecturer will contact you as soon as possible.  
• The hunting line +27 12 429 4135 – let the phone ring so that the exchange can find a free 

extension. [Section hunting lines will be advised once available]. 
• Any of the lecturers. 
 
Personal visits 
 
In order to avoid any disappointment, make an appointment with a lecturer since they are not 
always readily available. 

 Department 
 

The Department of Financial Intelligence is situated on the main campus on the first floor of the 
AJH van der Walt Building. 

 Department of Financial Intelligence contact number: 
 

• +27 12 429 2947 (Administrative officer) or  
• +27 12 429 4868 (the Departmental secretary - Ms E Galetti) 

 
Any other subject problems (other than subject content) should be addressed to: 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL INTELLIGENCE: Chair of Department (not to the individual 
lecturer), PO Box 392, UNISA, 0003 or via e-mail to galete@unisa.ac.za (the personal assistant of 
the Chair of Department).   
 
THE CONTACT DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SCHOOL OF APPLIED ACCOUNTANCY Telephone number 

  
Director  
Prof Christa Wingard 012 429 4013 
Secretary:  Ms Niki Motshwane 012 429 4975 
  
Department of Financial Governance  
Chair: Prof Zanné Koppeschaar 012 429 4717 
Secretary:  Ms Mariana Marais 012 429 4720 
  
Department of Financial Intelligence  
Chair: Mr Albert de Graaf 012 429 4529 
Secretary: Ms Eunice Galetti 012 429 4868 
  
School Administrator  
Mr Lessiah Mtshweni 012 429 4339 
  
Information Technology  
Mr Chris Engelbrecht 012 429 4555 
  
Email  
CASenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za  

mailto:CASenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za
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College of Accounting Sciences Information Hub contact details 
 
COLLEGE E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 
 
Casenquiries-
postgraduate@unisa.ac.za  

College-related enquiries (teach out, qualification articulation, 
academic enquiries, everything relating to academic and 
tuition) 

Casenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za College-related CTA enquiries (everything relating to 
academic and tuition) 

 

General information  
 
 Please remember our CTA Support website: 
 www.unisa.ac.za/cas/cta 
 
COLLEGE TELEPHONIC ENQUIRIES:  Hunting line 012 429 4211  
 
3. COMMUNICATION WITH UNISA 
 
If you need to contact the university about matters that are not related to the content of this module, please 
consult the publication my Studies @ Unisa that you received with your study material. This booklet 
contains information on how to contact the university (to whom you can write for different queries, 
important telephone and fax numbers, addresses and details of the times certain facilities are open).  
 
Always have your student number at hand when contacting the university.  
 
You can also contact Unisa as follows: 
 
Unisa website (http://www.unisa.ac.za & http://mobi.unisa.ac.za) 
All study-related information is now available on the new Unisa corporate website in both web and mobi 
formats. 
 
myUnisa (https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal & https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal/pda) 
Students can access their own information via the myUnisa website or mobi site. 
 
E-mail (info@unisa.ac.za) 
Students may send an e-mail to info@unisa.ac.za for information on how to contact Unisa via e-mail. 
 
SMS (32695 - only for students in South Africa) 
Students may send an SMS to 32695 for more information on how to contact Unisa via SMS. The sender 
will receive an auto response SMS with the various SMS options. 
 
Fax +27 12 429 4150 
Students will be able to fax their enquiries to +27 12 429 4150, where after it will be distributed to  the 
relevant department and processed. 
 
Postal address 
University of South Africa, PO Box 392, Unisa, 0003 
 
Administrative enquiries should be directed to the appropriate e-mail address to avoid unnecessary 
delays in response; and should always include the student number in the subject line. You should 
only send an enquiry to one e-mail address at a time. Multiple enquiries should be split appropriately and 
e-mailed to the correct addresses. This will ensure that there is no confusion as to who must respond. 

mailto:Casenquiries-postgraduate@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Casenquiries-postgraduate@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Casenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za
http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://mobi.unisa.ac.za/
https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal
https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal/pda
mailto:info@unisa.ac.za
mailto:info@unisa.ac.za
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E-mail addresses: 
 
econCTA@unisa.ac.za Registration enquiries (activation of registration, incorrect 

registration, curriculum control, qualification audit, additional 
modules for final year students) 

exams@unisa.ac.za Examination enquiries (outstanding results, exam timetable, 
change of examination centre) 

remark@unisa.ac.za Remark/recheck enquiries 
ficoncessions@unisa.ac.za Final year concession 
aegrotats@unisa.ac.za Aegrotat and special examination enquiries 
study-info@unisa.ac.za Study-info enquiries(official proof of registration, official academic 

records, general enquiries) 
applications@unisa.ac.za Applications enquiries (new and returning students) 
AME@unisa.ac.za AME enquiries (foreign students qualifications and matriculation 

exemptions) 
assign@unisa.ac.za Assignments enquiries 
finan@unisa.ac.za Financial enquiries (fees, outstanding balance, statements) 
despatch@unisa.ac.za Study material enquiries 
myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za Assistance with myUnisa 
myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za Assistance with myLife e-mail accounts 
Casenquiries-
postgraduate@unisa.ac.za  

College related enquiries (teach out, qualification articulation, 
academic enquiries, everything relating to academic and tuition) 

Casenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za College related CTA enquiries (everything relating to academic and 
tuition) 

myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za  Assistance with myUnisa 
myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za Assistance with myLife e-mail accounts 
gaudeamus@unisa.ac.za  For graduation enquiries 
 
 
4. HOW IS EVERYTHING GOING TO WORK? 
 

Advanced Management Accounting is a course where you will be provided with the opportunity to 
evaluate yourself through the completion of self-assessment activities, while formal evaluation 
through the writing of tests during the year will also take place. 

The initial four tutorial letters (MAC/NMA/ZMA4861: 102 or 103 (MDC) and 104 or 105 (FM)) are 
divided into a number of study units and a SELF-EVALUATION INTEGRATED SELF-
ASSESSMENT WITH SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS (refer to point 9 of this tutorial letter).  You will 
receive guidance in every study unit on which part(s) of the prescribed text book(s) should be 
studied before you work through the specific study unit.  After completion of each study unit, you 
should do the multiple choice questions (if any) and finally thereafter the self-evaluation activity 
under examination conditions within the time constraint. MARK IT YOURSELF to determine where 
there are still weaknesses in your knowledge.  YOU SHOULD NOT SEND THE  ANSWERS TO 
THESE SELF-EVALUATION ACTIVITIES TO UNISA.  All tutorial letters will be available on the 
internet. 

In addition, you will receive a tutorial letter dealing with the 2016 examinations, Tutorial Letter 106.  
This should be used for preparation and revision during the year.  You will also receive a final 
revision tutorial letter (Tutorial Letter 107), which will be focused on examination preparation. 

FOUR TESTS (refer to point 7 in this tutorial letter) WILL ALSO BE WRITTEN DURING THE 
YEAR. 
 
The 2016 tests, commentary and statistics are included in the relevant tutorial letters and should 
be used as final preparation for the tests. 

mailto:econCTA@unisa.ac.za
mailto:exams@unisa.ac.za
mailto:remark@unisa.ac.za
mailto:ficoncessions@unisa.ac.za
mailto:aegrotats@unisa.ac.za
mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
mailto:applications@unisa.ac.za
mailto:AME@unisa.ac.za
mailto:assign@unisa.ac.za
mailto:finan@unisa.ac.za
mailto:despatch@unisa.ac.za
mailto:myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za
mailto:myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Casenquiries-postgraduate@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Casenquiries-postgraduate@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Casenquiries-CTA@unisa.ac.za
mailto:myUnisaHelp@unisa.ac.za
mailto:myLifeHelp@unisa.ac.za
mailto:gaudeamus@unisa.ac.za
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Additional documentation (not available in printed format) will be posted under Additional 
Resources on the myUnisa website and it is recommended that students visit this section on a 
regular basis (see 5.1.2 below).  You will be notified by email of such postings and it is therefore 
important to keep your email and other contact detail up to date. 
Screencasts dealing with test topics will be placed on myUnisa should the budget allocation from 
Unisa permit so.  These will appear under ‘Additional Resources’ and/or ‘Learning Units’. 

 
 
5. STUDENT SUPPORT SYSTEM 
 

Study Schools 
 
Study schools will only be presented where student numbers warrant it and may be incorporated 
into MAC4862 study schools.  This will take place if sufficient financial support is made available by 
Unisa. Please refer to follow-up tutorial letters in the CASALL1/300-series for more details. When 
offered, these (discussion classes during study schools) should be attended, as the sessions help 
gain relevant information regarding each module, principles are explained, examples as well as 
problem based questions and solutions are discussed and examination techniques are explained - 
which is an attempt to support you with your studies. These study schools are free of charge and 
no registration is necessary. The slides used during these discussion classes are usually put on 
myUnisa to accommodate those students who cannot attend the study schools. 
 
More information regarding the Study Schools will follow in Tutorial Letter CASALL1/302/2017. 
 
myUnisa 
 
Your lecturers will provide additional support and announcements on the myUnisa platform. Please 
make thorough use of this opportunity to keep up to date. Some material, for instance, solutions 
and comments to tests will only be made available on myUnisa.  Active participation on the 
Discussion Forum will alert lecturers to relevant issues that (may) need attention. 
 
Once registered, you will be able to resolve most enquiries and will be able to: 

 
• Download tutorial letters; 
• Submit and track tests and receive test results; 
• Join discussion forums; 
• Contact lecturers; 
• Read material or important notices posted by the lecturers; 
• Check your Unisa financial status and pay your fees using the CC payment method; 
• Update personal details; 
• Keep up to date with Unisa information, as Unisa uploads important information here on a   
 regular basis; 
• Contact Unisa for administrative purposes;  
• Find e-resources;  
• Check the examination timetable; 
• Change the exam venue; and  
• Get the examination results. 

 
CTA (PGD) Support 
 
As PGD Level 1 students, you should also refer to the CTA Support website on a regular basis for 
important information, sometimes regarding last-minute changes and/or unforeseeable problems 
that may arise during the course of the year.  
 
This site can be found at:  www.unisa.ac.za/cas/cta 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/cas/cta
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SMS Messages 
 
During your study period, you will also receive SMS messages from Unisa. These are mainly used 
to: 
 
•  Remind students about important dates and deadlines 
•  Make students aware of important news items posted on myUnisa 
•  Alert students regarding new study material available on myUnisa 
•  Confirm receipt of assignments and test scripts 
•  Inform students of assignment and test marks obtained. 
 
Administrative Problems 
 
Administrative enquiries should be directed to the appropriate e-mail address to avoid 
unnecessary delays in response and should always include the student number in the subject line. 
Trainee accountants should only send an enquiry to one email address at a time. Multiple enquiries 
should be split appropriately and e-mailed to the correct address. This will ensure that there is no 
confusion as to who must respond.  (see page 7.) 

 5.1 Contact with fellow students 

  5.1.1  Study groups 

It is advisable to have contact with fellow students.  One way to do this is to form 
study groups. The addresses of students in your area may be obtained from the 
following department:  

Directorate: Student Administration and Registration 
PO Box 392 
UNISA 
0003   

 
5.1.2  myUnisa 

If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access 
resources and information at the University. The myUnisa learning management 
system is Unisa's online campus that will help you to communicate with your 
lecturers, with other students and with the administrative departments of Unisa.  We 
will also use this facility to provide additional study material (with special emphasis on 
examination technique), discuss critical concepts and communicate with you. 

To go to the myUnisa website, start at the main Unisa website, 
http://www.unisa.ac.za, and then click on the “myUnisa” link in the middle of the 
screen. This should take you to the myUnisa website. You can also go there directly 
by typing in http://my.unisa.ac.za.  

Please consult the publication “My study @ Unisa” which you received with your 
study material for more information on myUnisa. 

 5.2 Self-evaluation system 
 

The department uses a self-evaluation system.  This process enables you to determine your 
knowledge level and will also enable you to clarify any problem areas at the group lectures or 
by contacting your lecturers. 
 

You are also urged to acquire the prescribed text books as quickly as possible, as the tutorial 
matter relies heavily on these books.  Refer to p17 of this tutorial letter. 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://my.unisa.ac.za/
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 5.3 Free computer and internet access 
 

Unisa has entered into partnerships with establishments (referred to as Telecentres) in 
various locations across South Africa to enable you (as a Unisa student) free access to 
computers and the Internet.  This access enables you to conduct the following academic 
related activities: registration; online submission of assignments; engaging in e-tutoring 
activities and signature courses; etc. Please note that any other activity outside of these are 
for you own costing e.g. printing, photocopying, etc. For more information on the Telecentre 
nearest to you, please visit www.unisa.ac.za/telecentres. 

 
6. INSTRUCTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
It is very important to heed to all the instructions and recommendations contained in this tutorial 
letter as well as in tutorial letter CASALL1/301/2017.  This implies that you should work hard and 
long hours right from the very beginning of the year.  Study the subject matter, which will be given 
for each assignment, thoroughly and follow the assignment instructions set out in this tutorial letter.  
Follow the business press on a regular basis and read all (recommended) material placed on 
myUnisa. 
It is recommended that all important dates and facts given in the tutorial letters be highlighted for 
easy reference.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Your lecturers and administrative staff cannot help you with missing 

study material. Please contact the Despatch section at: 
  despatch@unisa.ac.za 

7. TESTS 
 

 7.1     Objectives 
 

  You must remember that you are now busy with a post-graduate course which comprises vast 
volumes of work.  It is therefore not possible to start studying a month or two before the final 
examination and expect to pass.  Consistent studying throughout the year will increase your 
chances of success in the final examination.  Four tests will be written during the year in order to 
give you the opportunity to have your progress evaluated.  

 
   It is important that you should get accustomed to working under pressure as the time aspect of 

the examination paper poses a problem to many students.  The tests are not the only method of 
gaining experience in working under pressure.  If you complete activities in accordance with the 
suggested procedures (refer to section 9) during the year, you will become accustomed to 
working against time.  It is extremely important that you timeously become aware of the tempo at 
which you should work to be able to complete an examination paper within the time allowed.  
Previous test questions and solutions are included in the relevant tutorial letter.  These will give 
you some idea of the required standards. 

 The tests also present you with an opportunity to build up a year mark, which will be to your 
benefit (refer to tutorial letter CASALL1/301/2017). Please note that there are four tests, as set 
out below: 

7.2  Test timetable 

Test Date Based predominantly on the topics contained in the 
following tutorial letters  

(but expect some level of integration) 
1 14 March 2017  Tutorial letter 102 

2 25 April 2017  Tutorial letter 103 

3 20 June 2017  Tutorial letter 104 

4 1 August 2017  Tutorial letter 105 

mailto:despatch@unisa.ac.za
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 7.3 Writing of the tests 
 

 The tests are limited open book tests for all the subjects which means that you may use 
SAICA Handbook 2015/2016 or 2016/2017 in the test centre applicable.  No subject text 
books are allowed. 

 
 Please note the following: 
 

- You may underline, highlight and make notes in the abovementioned books. 
- Under no circumstances may candidates share books with other candidates. 
 
You will be notified of the centre at which you will be able to write the tests and it may not 
necessarily be the same centre where you will write the final examination.  You should take 
your student card and identity document with you to the examination and test venues.  You 
are also allowed to use a nonprogrammable financial pocket calculator in the tests and 
examination.  Answer books will be provided.  Each question of the test should be answered 
in a separate answer book.   

Questions will be set in English and Afrikaans and you may answer them in either of 
the languages.  

 

 
REMEMBER to write your correct course code,  student number,  name 
and full postal address on the cover of each answer book and use the 
barcode stickers provided. 

 
7.4 On the test day - breakdown of the tests into time slots 

Students SHOULD be seated by no later than 08:30  
(Students may be allowed to still enter the test venue BY NO LATER THAN 08:45 – once 
the reading time commences) 

 
FIRST SESSION 08:30 – 08:45 Handing out of paper 1, answer scripts and a separate 

“REQUIRED” section placed upside down. 
15 minutes 

 08:45 – 09:00 Reading time   
 09:00 – 10:00 PAPER 1:  (40 marks) 

Advanced Management Accounting 
 
CTA Level 1: MAC4861/ZMA4861/NMA4861 

 

 10:00 – 10:15 Collection of Paper 1 and handing out of Paper 2, answer 
scripts and a separate “REQUIRED” section placed 
upside down. 

  

SECOND SESSION 10:15 – 10:30 Reading time    
 10:30 – 11:30 PAPER 2:  (40 marks) 

Advanced Financial Accounting l  
 
CTA Level 1: FAC4861/ZFA4861/NFA4861 

 

 11:30 – 11:45 Collection of Paper 2 and handing out of Paper 3, answer 
scripts and a separate “REQUIRED” section placed 
upside down. 
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THIRD SESSION 11:45 – 12:00 Reading time    
 12:00 – 13:00 PAPER 3:  (40 marks) 

Advanced Taxation 
 
CTA Level 1: TAX4861/NTA4861 

  

 13:00 – 13:15 Collection of Paper 3   
BREAK / LUNCH 13:15 – 14:00    
FOURTH SESSION 14:00 – 14:15 Handing out of Paper 4, answer scripts and a separate 

“REQUIRED” section placed upside down. 
  

 14:15 – 14:30 Reading time    
 14:30 – 15:30 PAPER 4:  (40 marks) 

Advanced Auditing 
 
CTA Level 1: AUE4861/ZAU4861/NAU4861 

  

 15:30 – 15:45 Collection of Paper 4 and handing out of Paper 5, 
answer scripts and a separate “REQUIRED” section 
placed upside down. 

  

FIFTH SESSION 15:45 – 16:00 Reading time   
 16:00 – 17:00 PAPER 5:  (40 marks)  

Advanced Financial Accounting ll  
 
CTA Level 2: FAC4862/ZFA4862/NFA4862 

  

 17:00 – 17:15 Collection of Paper 5.   
 

Unisa test and examination rules and regulations 
 
The following represent a summary of the most pertinent rules and regulations: 
 
• No candidate will be allowed to leave the venue during the first hour and the final 15 

minutes of a session.  
 
• In addition, no candidate will be allowed to enter the venue once reading time has 

started.  (see breakdown of tests into time slots on page 11). 
 
• Students will not be allowed to keep their bags, briefcases etc. with them during the 

test/examination. You will have to remove your stationary, food, books and study 
material which you are allowed to use in the test/examination from their bags prior to 
the start of the session. 

 
• The University accepts no responsibility for loss of private property at the 

test/examination venues. 
 
• Students who are registered for only one or two papers have to be seated 15 minutes 

before reading time. (See breakdown of tests into time slots on page 11). 
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7.5 Administration of the tests 

•   Should you not receive an SMS confirming receipt of your test script by Unisa within 14 
days after the test, contact the Subject Administrator: kempi@unisa.ac.za or (012) 
429 4546 as soon as possible. 

•   Unedited solutions will be available on the internet within three days of the test date at 
https://my.unisa.ac.za/.  (Note that this is a secure site and, in order to gain access, you 
need to key in an “s” after “http”.)   

•   Marked tests will be sent back to you as soon as possible, together with a general 
tutorial letter comprising the questions, suggested solutions with mark allocation, and 
lecturers’ comments.  The general tutorial letter will also be available on the internet (as 
will be the other tutorial letters). 

•   After receiving your test results, you have a specified number of days in which to 
query them, and have them adjusted, if necessary.  No test marks will be adjusted 
after expiry of this period.  Refer 7.6 below. 

• You may also confirm your test marks on the internet at https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal  

• We will not consider a test mark based on the evidence of an attendance slip 
only. 

 

 
 
PLEASE DO NOT phone the lecturers or secretaries for your 
test marks because they do not keep record of the test 
marks! 

 

7.6 Remark of tests 

 Should you not be satisfied with your test’s marking, please follow the following steps: 

•  It is very important that you make a copy of your test script before you send the 
original script. 
 

•  Forward your original script to the following address: 
The Subject Administrator:  Ms I Kemp 
Department of Financial Intelligence 
AJH van der Walt building 1-04 
PO Box 392 
UNISA 
0003 
 

•  You must include an explanation of why you would like your test to be remarked, as 
well as an indication of instances where you were not awarded marks according to the 
suggested solution (the suggested solution will be available on myUnisa). 
 

•  Please note that you have a limited period to query your test results.  No test 
marks will be adjusted after the expiry of this period. Should external 
circumstances (such as a postal strike) dictate a change to the above, an 
announcement will be placed on myUnisa. 

mailto:kempi@unisa.ac.za
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Test Date Test remark must be requested before 

1 15 March 2017 7 May 2017 

2 26 April 2017 14 June 2017 

3 21 June 2017 2 August 2017 

4 2 August 2017 No remarking – multiple choice question 
assessment. 

 
• Unethical conduct 

 
 

 
 

We have noted in the past that students have submitted tests for remarks 
after they have written in additional information as part of the solution after 
receiving the tests back.  This is included in the definition of “cheating” as 
per the Unisa Student’s Disciplinary Code in Chapter 3, as it relates to the 
commission of any other fraudulent or dishonest practice whereby a 
student, whilst being examined by the University, seeks to mislead or 
deceive the examiner or examination officer.  Students found guilty of 
writing additional information in tests after receiving it back will be 
facing disciplinary steps as it is unethical conduct. 

 

7.7 Year mark, examination mark and final mark 

The average mark of the three best tests will constitute the student’s year mark.  If only 
one or two tests have been written, the total marks of the tests written will be divided by 
three to obtain the year mark.  If no test has been written during the year, the year mark will 
be nil.  The year mark contributes 20% to the final mark, whereas the examination 
mark contributes 80% to the final mark. 

Students are reminded that year marks of 39,4% (see below) and below will NOT be 
condoned, neither will lapsed tests be remarked to obtain an additional one percent.  
Statistics recorded over the last three years, show clearly that candidates with such a low 
year mark have a zero success rate at year end. 

 Please note that a minimum examination mark of 40% is required regardless of the year  
  mark. 
 

It is a proven fact that students working throughout the year and attempting the tests 
have a much better chance to be successful than those that do not do so. 

 
8. EXAMINATION ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 
Only registered students who paid their study fees in full and complied with the 40% year 
mark (refer Tutorial letter CASALL1/301/2017), will be allowed to sit for the examination. 
No exceptions will be entertained. Students should obtain a minimum of 40% in the 
examination (examination mark), with a final mark of 50% to obtain credit for Advanced 
Management Accounting.  
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9. INTEGRATED SELF-ASSESSMENT 
  

9.1 General 
 
 The integrated self-assessment section is found at the end of every tutorial letter and will test 

your ability to apply your knowledge and comprehension of the concerned topics to practical 
problems.  It takes the form of activities covering specific text book questions and culminates 
in the previous year’s test question. A detailed exposition of the composition and due date of 
each activity is presented in the proposed study programme in the relevant tutorial letter and 
will be amplified by an expanded review program and questions throughout the year.  Once 
the question has been done, you can test the level of your accrued knowledge by doing the 
2016 test question and marking your attempt. 

 
9.2 Suggested procedures 
 

The suggested procedures to complete activities are set out below and should always be 
followed: 

 
(i) Deal with the activity as if it is an examination by identifying the core issues to be 

handled.  (Therefore, you should have studied your study material beforehand and you 
must keep to the time limits.) 

 
(ii) Answer each activity question as far as possible within the time allowed.  When the time 

is up you must change to a pen of a different colour and complete the question. (This will 
give you experience under examination circumstances.) 

 
(iii) Mark your answers up to the cut-off point (colour change) with reference to the 

suggested answers and mark plan, and fill in your relevant percentages obtained next to 
the appropriate question numbers on the index of your assignment.  These are the 
marks which you obtained within the time allowed (as applied in an examination).  If you 
have not identified the core issues correctly, reread the question information and 
determine why you ‘have missed the plot’. 

 
(iv) Mark the rest of your answers (which you completed after the cut-off point) and insert the 

respective percentages next to those referred to in (iii) above.  These percentages give 
you an indication of your level of knowledge. 

 
(v) Make notes where problem areas were identified and take measures to solve it as soon 

as possible. (Refer your problem areas or enquiries to your study leader or to your 
lecturers.) 

 
(vi) Re-affirm your knowledge by doing selected questions from your question study guide 

and relevant tutorial letters. 
 
It should be emphasised that you have a responsibility to yourself and that it will be to your 
disadvantage if you do not adhere to the suggested procedures.  If you use the suggested 
answers to complete the questions or if you mark your assignment in such a way that you 
award more marks than what you deserve, you only mislead yourself. 
 

10. PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES OF THIS COURSE 
 

Management Accounting is intended to provide management with information for planning and 
controlling operations and for making tactical and strategic decisions with a view to optimising 
stakeholders’ value, within a short space of time.  It is therefore not uncommon to find a ‘parallel’ 
system of information based on budgets and relevant financial information being used for the 
aforementioned purpose. 
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The South African Institute of Chartered Accountants (SAICA) proposes the following objectives for 
Management Accounting: 
 
• Design and evaluate costing systems appropriate for various types of organisations and 
 processes. 
• Calculate, record and report information necessary for effective cost management. 
• Apply cost management techniques which achieve the strategic objectives of the business. 
• Advise on the issues and principles of control centres. 
• Build and manipulate simple financial models and test assumptions. 
• Provide appropriate information for decision making. 
• Identify and interpret appropriate measures of performance, risk and uncertainty. 
• Advise on the investment, financing and dividend decisions. 
• Apply the principles of finance to the valuation of a business entity and to the valuation of 
 financial assets using appropriate techniques. 
• Advise on management of working capital. 
• Advise on change in ownership transactions. 
• Evaluate and select appropriate financing instruments for effective risk minimisation. 
• Consider enterprise strategy and strategic financial management. 
 
 

11   PROPOSED STUDY PROGRAMME 
 
A proposed study programme for all five the subjects in the level 1 CTA (PGD) programme is 
included in tutorial letter CASALL1/301/2017.  The following is an indication of the sections 
covered by each Applied Management Accounting as well as the supporting level one tutorial 
letter. 

 
Test Date 

(2017) 
MAC4861 
(Level 1) 
Tutorial 

letter 

Designated 
dates 

Main topics 

1 14 March 102 26 Jan – 1 Feb Cost accounting, planning and control. 
Drury:  Chapters 1 – 7 and 10. 

2 25 April 103 22 – 28 March Decision-making 
Drury:  Chapters 8 – 9, 11 – 12  
and 17 - 22. 

3 20 Jun 104 4 May – 7 May Reflection and review of tests 1 and 2. 

   8 May – 16 May Strategy, risk and sources of finance. 
Drury:    Chapters 13 – 14. 
Skae:  Chapters 1 – 7, 9, 10, 14, 15 and 16. 

4 1 Aug  105 12 July – 18 July Managing and investing funds. 
Skae:  Chapters 8, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 17. 

   23 Aug – 25 Aug Reflection and review of tests 3 and 4 

  106 26 Aug – 30 Aug 2016 Examination questions and solutions 
Use where relevant before August. 

  107 1 Sept onwards 2017 Final examination revision as per your 
study timetable. 

 

   Please note that the detailed day to day study programme will be in the relevant tutorial letters. 
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12   PRESCRIBED LITERATURE 
LITERATURE 

Studying the tutorial letters are not enough – it is also essential to either buy or have readily access 
to the following prescribed literature: 

 
 1. C Drury: Management and Cost Accounting.  London: South Western Cengage Learning.   
    9th edition or 8th edition (acceptable). 
 
2. Skae:  Managerial Finance.  Durban:  LexisNexis, Butterworths, 7th edition. 

 
Finally, please feel free to contact us whenever you have problems with any aspect of this paper or if you 
require help with regard to the subject. 
 
We wish you every success with your studies for 2017! 
 
 
 
 
THE LECTURERS 
ADVANCED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


