
To achieve great heights,

one must have strong roots. 

This year Unisa reaches a signifi cant milestone in its history. The university’s remarkable journey extends 

from humble beginnings in 1873 to its current role as a premier open distance learning institution on the continent.

The University of the 

Cape of Good Hope 

was established in Cape 

Town in 1873.

1873
1877

The reigning British 

monarch, Queen 

Victoria, grants it a 

royal charter.  

1918

The fi rst music 
examinations 

were conducted.

Government university bills were enacted 

creating three universities, two teaching 

universities, the University of Cape Town 

and the University of Stellenbosch, and one 

examining university, Unisa. 

The university 
relocated to 

Pretoria.

1923

ZK Matthews 
graduates at Fort 

Hare under the 

auspices of Unisa.

1946

The Division of 
External Studies 

was established.

Unisa became the 

world’s fi rst fully fl edged 

correspondence 
university. 

1968

The Graduate 

School of Business 

Leadership was 
launched.

1973

Unisa’s Muckleneuk 

Campus was 
established. The library 

was opened. 

1994

Until 1994,  Unisa was the only 

way in which many black students 

could access higher education. Justice President Bernard Ngoepe became 

Unisa’s fi rst black Chancellor and Professor 

Barney Pityana became Unisa’s fi rst black 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor. 

2004

Unisa merged with 

Technikon Southern Africa 

and Vista University’s 

Distance Education Section. 

Unisa’s 10 faculties 

were collapsed into 

fi ve colleges.

2005

 An integrated learning 

management platform, myUnisa, 

and open distance learning 

initiatives were launched.

2005

Unisa opened a campus 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

2009

A technology-driven application and registrations 

process was developed and implemented.
Professor Mandla Makhanya took up o�  ce 

as Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Unisa. 

2011

2011

 Two new colleges were established, namely the College of Education, 

and the College of Graduate Studies, which supports postgraduate 

students and advances inter- and multidisciplinary research.

Signature courses, fully online modules, were 

introduced, designed to engage students in an 

interactive and enriching learning experience.
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