
Accessing our Catalogue on your cell phone 
 

You can access our OASIS library catalogue to search for books, request and renew library items on 
your own web-enabled phone through AirPAC, a product that will auto-detect the type of device you 
are using and format our catalogue screens accordingly without graphics for better viewing. AirPAC 
can also be accessed through a standard browser and will display faster for users of slow dial-up 
connections. 
 

What you need to access AirPAC 
 

• A web enabled cellphone (WAM) with 3G / HSDPA 
Please refer to your specific cell phone manual and service provider for setting up Internet 
connection:  
Vodacom https://www.vodacom4me.co.za/   

 (Requires personal Login) 
MTN  http://www.mtnloaded.co.za/dsb/LoadedWEB/MyPhone2.do?cid=65574&gid=2081361 
(Requires personal Login) 
Cell C  http://www.cellc.co.za/content/services/smartdatagprs.asp  

 
• Any place that has cell or mobile phone coverage 

 
• Internet browser over TCP/IP e.g. Opera Mini, Usually provided by your cell phone network 

provider 
 

USING AirPAC 
 

URL :  http://oasis.unisa.ac.za/airpac  
 
The AirPAC welcome screen allows you to 
• do a basic search for books 
• choose Advanced Searching 
• view your personal loan information 

 
AirPAC welcome screen 
 

 



 
 
 
Basic searching with AirPAC 
 

Select any of the options in the first box by using the down arrow    
 

 
 
Enter your search term in the second block. Select the collection to search in, if preferred. 
Select Search 
 
 

 
 
 
Advanced searching with AirPAC  
 
With AirPAC you can use advanced keyword searching similar to the way you search our regular 
catalogue.   
 

• Enter a keyword  
 



• Change the limiters under Language, Material type, Location, Collection, Year and Sorting, if 
preferred. 

• Select Search 
 

 
 
 
AirPAC search results screen. 
 
After entering your search, you will see the AirPAC Search Results screen, as in the example. 
 

  
 
From here, select one by one the results you are interested in from this screen.   
 
You may also select to use Next to go to the subsequent page. 
 
Example: selecting no. 3 : 



 
 
Selecting 1 or 2 from the example above will display the bibliographic record for each title. 
 
AirPAC bibliographic record screen   
 
Bibliographic record for no. 1 in the example above : 

 
 
Select Request from this screen if you would like the book to be sent to you or reserved for you.  
 
Clicking on available copies will show the location, shelf number and availability of the book. 
 

 
 



 
Requesting a book using AirPAC 
 
After selecting Request from the bibliographic screen the AirPAC Login screen will open, where you 
will have to enter your surname, student / staff number and PIN. 
                                  

  
 
After selecting the submit button, a screen will display which will indicate if your request has been 
accepted.  
 

 
 
 
View your patron information 
 
To view your personal information, e.g. books out on your name, holds, etc., select View your 
patron information from the welcome screen. Enter your information in the relevant fields and 
enter Submit. 
 

 
 



Items checked out, on hold, etc. are shown, as appropriate to your library loan record. 
 

 
 
 
Select Items Checked Out to view ‘n list of titles out on your name.   
 

 
 
From here you can renew items out on your name. 
 
Selecting Items on hold displays a list of books requested by you. 
 

 
 
Available help screens 
 

 
 
 
Ready to try it?    
 
Get out your cell phone and enter the web address for AirPAC  
 
http://oasis.unisa.ac.za/airpac   



 
Special notes 
 
Because of the wide range of cell phones, we cannot guarantee that any particular device will work.  
If you are experiencing problems, please let us know by emailing us at lib-help@unisa.ac.za .   
Also, the screens that you see might differ from those in the screenshots above, depending on the 
device you are using.   
 
AirPAC is based on entirely different technology than our regular web catalogue.  At this point, we 
cannot customize the screens. 
 
Useful links 
Using OASIS - some helpful Information 
 
Search help 
http://oasis.unisa.ac.za/screens/help_index.html  
 
Making the most of keyword searching 
http://oasis.unisa.ac.za/screens/help_avs.html  
 
How to create a PIN 
http://oasis.unisa.ac.za/screens/help_pin.html  


